Certamnty in 1iumes of Uncertainty

Acts 1:1-11

1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and
teach, .until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had
given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, sto whom He also
presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by
them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

The Holy Spirit Promised

+And being assembled together with thern, He commanded them not to depart
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have
heard from Me; sfor John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the
Holy Spirit not many days from now.” s Therefore, when they had come together, they
asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” ; And
He said to them, “It 1s not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put
m His own authority. sBut you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth.”

Jesus Ascends to Heaven

s Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and
a cloud received Him out of their sight. wAnd while they looked steadfastly toward
heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, »who also
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who
was taken up from you mto heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go
mto heaven.”



We can be certain in times of uncertainty because:
- Chnist Jesus died for our sins according to the Scriptures.

1 Corinthians 15:1-3

15 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which
also you received and in which you stand, .by which also you are saved, 1if you hold
fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed 1n vain.

sFor I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures,

We can be certain 1n uncertain times because:
- Jesus was buried...according to the Scriptures.

1 Cormthians 15:4

+“and that He was burnied...according to the Scriptures...”
We can be certain in uncertain times because:
- Jesus rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.

I Corinthians 15:4-11
vand that He was buried, and the ¢ ag: ay ace
Scriptures, sand that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. s After that He was
seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the
present, but some have fallen asleep. ; After that He was seen by James, then by all the
apostles. s Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.
oFor I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted the church of God. wBut by the grace of God I am what I am,
and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all,
yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.  Therefore, whether 7t was 1 or
they, so we preach and so you believed.




We can be certain 1in uncertain times because:
- Jesus ascended into heaven.

Acts 1:1-3

1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and
teach, .until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had
given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, sto whom He also
presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by
them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.
Acts 1:9

sNow when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a

cloud received Him out of their sight.
We can be certain 1n uncertain times because:

- We know that Jesus “will so come 1n like manner as you saw Him go mnto
heaven.”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

s But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. .. For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep 1n Jesus.

s For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain
until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. «For the
Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel,
and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. - Then we who are
alive andremain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord
in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. s Therefore comfort one another
with these words.

Martin Luther
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Habakkuk 2:4 - “The just shall live by faith.”



